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Learning Objectives and Outline

• Discover how DEC is:

▪ Prioritizing environmental quality and protecting 

natural resources

▪ Improving transparency and keeping the public 

informed

▪ Protecting public safety

▪ Promoting outdoor recreation opportunities
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DEC Region 7 Response Team

• Law Enforcement

• Forest Protection

• Natural Resources

o Lands and Forests

o Mineral Resources

o Habitat

o Wildlife

o Fisheries

o Real Property

• Environmental Permits

• General Counsel



4

DEC Region 7 Response Team

• Environmental Quality

o Air Resources

o Water

o Materials Management

▪ Pesticides

o Environmental Remediation

o Hazardous Waste

o Spills (MOSF/PBS/CBS)

• Operations

o Syracuse

o Cortland

o Kirkwood

o Sherburne

• Regional Administration

o Happy Valley WMA

o Three Rivers WMA

o Salmon River FH
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Levels recommended by the Drinking Water Quality 

Council are the nation’s most protective for PFOA and 

PFOS, and first-ever level for 1,4-dioxane 

o DOH, DEC, and EFC will work together to assist municipalities in 

meeting standards and funding upgrades to water systems 

Emerging Contaminants
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‘Know Your NY Water’ provides information about public 

drinking water quality and waterbody health

Awareness of Water Resources

https://water.ny.gov/doh2/applinks/waterqual/#/home
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‘NYHABS’ Online Notification and Reporting System for 

Harmful Algal Blooms

Harmful Algal Blooms

https://www.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=ae91142c812a4ab997ba739ed9723e6e
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DEC Funding Opportunities

https://www.dec.ny.gov/pubs/grants.html

http://www.dec.ny.gov/
https://www.dec.ny.gov/pubs/grants.html
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DEC DELIVERS: MakingWaves e-Newsletter
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‘DECInfo Locator’ interactive map delivers public 

documents and recreational information, tailored to location

Transparency and Data Access

https://gisservices.dec.ny.gov/gis/dil/
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Illegal Dumping Enforcement,

Environmental Justice Areas 

Prioritizing Environmental Quality
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“Rolling Coal” Enforcement, 

Oswego County

Protecting Public Health and 
Environmental Quality
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Unlawful Burning Enforcement

Protecting Public Health and 
Environmental Quality
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Resiliency and Economic Development Initiative 

Commission

o Multi-agency task force charged with developing a plan to 

improve the resiliency of infrastructure along Lake Ontario's 

waterfront while strengthening local economies in flood-prone 

regions

Lake Ontario Shoreline Resilience
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Sweeping initiative to examine how the Erie Canal can be 

reimagined to: 
o Boost local economies 

o Inspire new opportunities for tourism and recreation 

o Strengthen environmental resiliency along the historic waterway

Reimagining Canals
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Largest lake sturgeon caught in Oneida Lake since 

stocking began in 1995

o 72.5-inches, 139 pounds

Lake Sturgeon Recovery Program

Photo courtesy Thomas E. Brooking, Cornell University Biological Field 
Station at Shackleton Point
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Emergency Response

Rice Creek Dam, Oswego

Protecting Public Safety
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Wildland Firefighting,

Walker Fire, Plumas National Forest, CA

Protecting Public Safety
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Specially trained ECOs assist NYS DOCCS to apprehend 

escaped parolee Christopher Block in Skaneateles

Protecting Public Safety

Photo courtesy David Figura, NY Upstate
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Search and Rescue,

Town of Palermo

Protecting Public Safety

Photo courtesy NYS Police
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Hunting and Fishing Enforcement

Protecting Natural Resources



22

Wildlife Rescue

Protecting Natural Resources
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Onondaga Lake

Kenneth P. Lynch Boat Launch

Promoting Outdoor Recreation and Access
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Carpenter Falls Unique Area 

Public Access Improvement Project 

Promoting Outdoor Recreation and Access
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22nd Basic School,

ECOs and Forest Rangers

DEC Training Academy
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Question and Answer

• What are some of the ways DEC staff work to protect environmental 

quality and natural resources?

• What are some of the resources available to the public to help 

understand and stay informed about environmental quality and 

natural resources?

• What are two outcomes New Yorkers should expect as a result of 

Reimagining the Canals?

• What are examples of how DEC collaborates with other state and 

local agencies?

• What features is DEC incorporating into its new recreation access 

points to improve accessibility?
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Thank You

Matthew J. Marko

Director, DEC Region 7

615 Erie Blvd. West

Syracuse NY 13204

Matthew.Marko@dec.ny.gov

315-426-7403

Connect with Us


