What makes the San Antonio
River Important

Presented to:
American Academy of Environmental
Engineers and Scientists

Presentation by:

Suzanne Scott, General Manger

San Antonio River Authority




San Antomo Rlver Texas

The San Antonio River
Authority (SARA) was created
by the State Legislature in
1937, then reorganized in 1961
to plan, manage and
implement water-related
programs and projects within
the San Antonio River Basin.

- The San Antonio

. River flows 240

miles (386 km)

" from its

headwaters in
highly urbanized

- San Antonio, Texas

(7™ largest US city)
through a largely

agrarian area to its

- River. confluence

with the
Guadalupe The
San Antonio River
Watershed drains

4,180 square miles
(10826 km?) of land.




. River Walk is ~ 16 miles (25 km)

. including original downtown section
"% of 3 miles (4.8 km) and 4 mile (6.4 km)

extension to the north and 9 mile

(14.5 km) extension to the south
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There are at least 73 fish species in the San Antonio
River and freshwater inflows into San Antonio Bay __
support the endangered Whooping Crane. ) B S S




12,000 Years of Life
Along the San Antonio River

INSPIRING ACTIONS FOR HEALTHY CREEKS & RIVERS
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The San Antonio River Walk
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The San Antonio River Walk

Photos:
Visit San Antonio




an Antonio River Walk: Museum Reach
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Mission Reach & World Heritage

SAN ANTONIO MISSIONS
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Top left photo and photos along the right:
City of San Antonio




Success Builds Upon Success

INSPIRING ACTIONS FOR HEALTHY CREEKS & RIVERS
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" On September 2017, the San
Antonio River was awarded
the prestigious Thiess
International RiverPrize from
the International River
Foundation

" Previous recipients include
the River Rhine, Niagara
River, River Thames and the
Danube River, to name a few

Awarded September 19, 2017
TO LEARN MORE VISIT WWW.SARA-TX.ORG




Clean Rivers

Program
* Routine Monitoring

= Fish IBI Monitoring

= Benthic
Macroinvertebrate

=24 hour DO

o~ | ».' .
Fils
Clean Rivers Program

San Antonio River Basin
Highlight Report

Clurracterizations for the Upper Sast Antonsa River, Sulido Croek
Watersheshs

Watershed
il Upper Gibolis Crock

3% SARA Stream
Monitoring

ARy
e Routine Monitoring

e Solut

* Mussel Surveys

e River Recreation
Website Monitoring

e Lower Basin Intensive
Surveys




SARA Regional Environmental
Laboratory

Accredited by TCEQ NELAP in Feb 2008

Sample Types
Drinking Water
Wastewater
Surface Water
Sediment

Testing Capabilities
Bacteria
Nutrients
Metals
Bacterial Source Tracking
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Instream Flows Verification

Golden Orb Mussel
Picture by Clint Robertson
TPWD




Bay and Estuary Support
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Holistic Watershed Master Planning

Photo: San Antonio Express-
News
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Nature Based Parks
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Mann’s Crossing Park]
on the Medina River

New
Braund el

Trueheart Ranch

Seguin
sonzale
}
River Crossing Park on the
San Antonio River
L Y oakum
SASPAMCO Paddling Tm"l& :
WILSOM Jackson Nature Park|

Floresville /

Lk
John William Helton-

Graytown Park on
San Antonio River

San Antonio River Nature Park
the

Fleasanton

San Antonio River Authority
Parks & Paddling Trails

KARNES

[Escondido Creek Parkway]—ﬁ o

Branch Nature Park|

|Goliad Paddling Trail




e San Antonio has the largest recycled water system in the
U.S.
* Recycled water is also used to maintain adequate

Photo: Google Maps San Antonio Water System e Ny 0@
f Dos Rios Water Recycling Center AR Photo: saws.org

INSPIRING ACTIONS FOR HEALTHY CREEKS & RIVERS




The Probl
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Photo: deeproot.com/blog/blog-
entries/urban-runoff-negatively-
impacts-stream-biodiversity
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Photo: gordonenergy.com/erosion-
control-silt-fences.php




Best Management Practices (BMPs)

Vegetated Swale Stormwater Wetland



Citizen Participation and Events




Public Events

ISSION REACH

FLOT

FESTIVIA.L A

o

John William Helton -
San AntoniofRiver Nature Park

15662 FI 7754 Floresvilles TX 78114

SATURDAY, MARCH 25,2011 m

9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

i
JACKSON NATURE PARK bid
9284 County Road 401, Stockdale, Texas : ' /NN 1 4020 Padre Drive

I .
Fun family program that brings the expertise and telescopes of the Join the San Antonio River Authority and the South Texas \ :
San Antonio Astronomical Association for a close look at astronomical Amphibian & Reptile Society for an educational program [l scccccccmcsmcsssssssssmssmasmm - ——————
features. Plus, free photo opportunities with out of this world characters! featuring live snakes from the South Texas areal '
A : " : Kids' craft included! - 1
For more information contact SARA’s Recreation Team at 3 ; h 3 i
(210) 302-3222, parks@sara-tx.org or toll free at (866) 345-7272. For more information, please contact SARA's Recreation Team a¥se oN'Ee s
*Weather Permitting at 210-302-3222 or parks@sara-tx.org.
i A RIVER
Y@ SAN ANTONIO IVE
) % - eirgodud
$an Antonio RIVER SAN ANTONIO s
Astronomical s a RIVER AUTHORITY e e
AESOC|§Jgn V FOUNDATION S b e Bt www.MissionReachFlotillaFestival.org

INSPIRING ACTIONS FOR HEALTHY CREEKS & RIVERS



Citizen scientists, like you, help the San Antonio River Authority (SARA) answer
some very important questions about our San Antonio River. No experience
is necessary to come learn how to become a citizen scientist for SARA. This
fun, hands-on, and simple workshop will give anyone the ability to help us get
more eyes on the water and collect insightful data about the San Antonio River's
Museum Reach and Mission Reach. While the workshop does utilize the FREE
andwell-renowned iNaturalist (www.inaturalist.org) smartphone application, you

do not need to have a smartphone to be a SARA Citizen Scientist. Participants
will learn about SARA's goals with citizen science, how to use the smartphone
technology and record data, and how to identify wildlife with a simple step-by-
step approach. SARA will have binoculars and guides for the activities.

Limited space available! Sign up or inquire further with Carrie Merson,
cmerson@sara-tx.org or by phone (210)302-3282.

Date: Saturday November 15, 2014
Time: 10a.m. - Noon
Location: SARA Offices, 100 E. Guenther, San Antonio, TX 78204

Please be prepared to walk at a slow pace,
outside, for approximately 40 minutes
along the San Antonio River's paved trails. /A~ SAN ANTONIO

Smartphone or tablet technology strongly RIVER AUTH()RITY
encowaged but not necessary. Lesders m Winershed Soks




WWW.SARA-tx.org

About SARA « Major Initiatives ~ Flood Management -~ Public Services & Resources -~ Environmental Sciences . Education Financial Transparency

it é e ol
Upcoming LID & Watershed River
Events Sustainability Wise Recreation

Learmn about low impa
evelopment and sustainability best

INSPIRING ACTIONS FOR HEALTHY CREEKS & RIVERS




Contact Information

Suzanne Scott
General Manager

sbscott@sara-tx.org
210-302-3613

San Antonio River Authority (SARA)
www.sara-tx.org

i ®

@sanantonioriver






